
“I’m always struck by the fact that no-one ever says “But how will they learn to light a fire without 
matches, sew a dress or re-plaster a wall if you keep them at school all the time? 

It’s always a focus on a very narrow range of school-approved skills.”

- L.BARRETT. HOME EDUCATOR -

Unschooled  
‘A Heuristic Study’

Bekkie Graham 



Artist Statement

Unschooled  ‘A Heuristic Study’ is comprised of interconnecting spheres of visual research surrounding 
families who’s children are electively home-educated, rather than attending mainstream schools. These are 
philosophical and pedagogical choices made by parents who choose to home educate long term for most, 
or all of their child(ren)s educational years.

Born from the artists first-hand experience, as a home-educating parent of four children, offering her a unique 
insight into the issues experienced by the community, as well as the positives that arise from individualised 
academic paths.

The research combines photography and video with parental interviews and audio from the families who take 
part in the project, to understand their journeys in their own words. Further contextualised through the 
interweaving of U.K. media articles, legislation and guidance on elective home-education. 

The study explores the many reasons families choose this way of educating, from philosophical and 
pedagogical beliefs, to unmet special educational needs and bullying within schools; in addition illustrating 
the diversity of pedagogical methodologies practiced by the home-educating community, from structured 
‘school-at-home’ following the National curriculum, through to fully autonomous or child-led learning, where 
the child chooses what and when they wish to learn, and the parents facilitate this in many different ways.

Created by the artist in response to the visual void of real life stories or representations of the home-educating 
community, the work bridges the knowledge gap that currently exists between government educational 
bodies, the general public and home educators, exploring what individualised journeys of home-education 
can look like.

Heuristic

Adjective

‘Enabling a person to discover or learn something for themselves’

Oxford Dictionary

http://www.heuristicstudy.co.uk


The Spheres of Unschooled ‘A Heuristic Study’

Unschooled ‘A Heuristic Study’ is comprised of four interlinking, but stand alone spheres of research, looking at four 
individual areas of elective home-education; My own family, long term home-educators, those bought to long term
elective home-education through the Covid-19 pandemic and the ‘outcomes’ of home education. 

‘A Heuristic Interlude’ 
tells the stories of five families in the 
U.K. who were not home-educating 
prior to Covid-19 school closures, but 
since trialling this way of living, have 
either decided to de-register their 
children from school permanently, or 
were seriously considering doing so.

‘Heuristic Spaces’ 
centres on 18 long term home-edu-
cating families across Cornwall, in the 
South West of England, during the 
Autumn of 2019. Using photography, 
video, audio and text to illustrate both 
their varied reasons for choosing 
home-education and how that 
education is experienced, set against 
the media/government portrayal of 
home-educating.

‘The Heutagogical Home’ 
is a deeply personal project, looking at 
the nuances of electively 
home-educating my own four children, 
and the dynamics created by their 
philosophically varied educational 
methods, within their shared 
pedagogical space.

‘Heuristic Outcomes’
{ Res Ipsa Loquitur }
What is “success” and who gets to 
determine what success looks like?
Through audio interviews and 
photography, Heuristic Outcomes 
shows what over 40 home educated 
individuals across the U.K. have gone 
on to do with their lives as adults.

‘HEURISTIC OUTCOMES’
RES IPSA LOQUITUR

PART OF ‘A HEURISTIC STUDY’ BY BEKKIE GRAHAM

https://www.bambino-art.co.uk/a-heuristic-interlude-2/


The methodologies adopted in all the spheres of ‘Unschooled’ allow for the projects to be disseminated in 
numerous different ways. 

These were active decisions that were made to allow for a more organic means of passing between web, print, 
and exhibition, but especially so as a comment on the numerous potential ways to access and absorb education. 

Allowing for one person to interact and respond to the work in one way, whilst another individual would 
experience it in another, and indeed, that those very same people may interact and respond differently 
on a different day or at a different time. 

As is the true nature of natural learning.  

Methodologies



“ What is most important and valuable about the home 

as a base for children’s growth into the world,  

is not that it is a better school than the schools, 

but that it isn’t a school at all. ”

- John Holt -

HEURISTIC SPACES
Part of ‘A Heuristic study’ by Bekkie Graham



“ A lot of people would prefer it didn’t look this utopian. ”


















Installation shot from Falmouth Art Gallery summer 2021

20 x a3 c-type matt prints (frames galleries own) 

QR codes linking to accompanying interview/audio/film 
piece.



‘The Heutagogical home’ is a deeply personal project, focusing on the alternative 
education of my four children within their shared pedagogical space, when they 
were between the ages of nine and nineteen. 

Exploring a relatively small but intense, window of time, in our home-educating 
family’s life and the dynamics created by the philosophically varied education of 
my four children.  

My two younger children engaging in a self-directed learning experience, 
following their own interests and learning through engaging life experiences. 
Their two elder brothers, focusing on a structured curriculum, self-educating through 
their GCSE’s and A-Levels at home, set against the backdrop of Covid, 
with one eventually moving on to university, the other preparing to enter sixth form. 

The Heutagogical Home
Part of “ A Heuristic study’ by Bekkie Graham

http://www.heuristicstudy.com
http://www.heuristicstudy.com














CLICK IMAGE

Installation shot of The Heutagogical Home 
at Falmouth art gallery summer 2021

2 7x1m hanging - quilted
2 7x1m hanging - silk 

Fabric hangings were chosen as a 
link to both heirloom/generational 
patchwork quilts (quilted fabric)
and the intangiablity of childhood and 
memories (silk)




A HEURISTIC INTERLUDE

Part of ‘A Heuristic Study’ by Bekkie Graham

‘A Heuristic Interlude’ tells the stories of five families in the U.K who were not home-ed-
ucating prior to lockdown, but since trialling this way of living and 
learning - through home-schooling during the pandemic school closures of 2020 - 
have either decided to de-register their children from school or were seriously consid-
ering doing so.

Through intertwining visual imagery, personal interviews with the families, national 
home-schooling surveys & education based pandemic research, along with all five 
families having very different reasons for considering long-term elective 
home-education (from not enough, to too many covid restrictions in schools, to hav-
ing enjoyed spending time together) I have created a microcosm of the 
situations many families in the U.K. now face, when deciding how best to live 
and learn together going forward.



“So I shut up, I took Lilith’s lead. I wait to answer her questions and I don’t correct her. I 
don’t spell out words letter for letter, in a mock-teacher condescension. I read her favourite 
stories in a normal, flowing voice, just letting her enjoy and engage naturally, and gesturing 
only slightly to the paragraph as I do so. I am telling myself, let her be. stop hustling - at all. 
Let her follow her own curiosity , just as I do in my own art.”

Natalie de-registered lilith in June.



“It was nothing to do with discontentment with school. We just want to spend more time 
together. We’ve all enjoyed the time to do things together and lock-down in particular, 
forced us to slow down and realise what is important to us.”

Katie & Ed’s boys were de-registered from school in July.



“Jaison is happier being at home and asked himself if he could stay home 
instead of going back to school. His behaviour is easier as he no longer has to 
contain himself in a seat all day trying to concentrate, resulting in less explo-
sions on an evening.”

Jaison and his mum sent the de-registration email to the school together in 
July.



“ I don’t trust the government to do the right thing, and I’ve said, I’m not sending them 
back to school unless I’m absolutely convinced it is safe to ; and even then, I have 
always wanted to Home-educate them. I want us to move into the countryside with them 
and let them learn in nature.”

Abbi and Mark are still undecided as to whether the girls 
will return to school in September.



Shelley, very much wanted to home-educate Piran at the start of his schooling journey.
considering it again during lockdown, seeing the positive impact that it had had on their 
lives, however as a single parent who has suffered from depression on and off, she was 
concerned how she would cope long term. Eventually deciding, that after 23 years of 
parenting, she wanted her own time.

Shelly made the decision for Piran to return to school when it reopened.



Installation shot ‘A Heuristic Interlude’ Bear 
Bookshop, Birmingham. Summer 2021.

10 x a1 C-type matt prints on 5mm foamex
(chosen for safety around young children)

10 accompanying qr codes with audio interviews 
with parents



‘Heuristic Outcomes’ is my current ongoing project where through photography, film 
and audio interviews, previously home educated individuals and myself, 
investigate the question ‘What does success look like?’ 

Over 2022 I will be talking with over 40 individuals all across the U.K., ranging in age 
from 16 to 45, who used to be home educated.  
Some are at, or went, to university, some are completing apprenticeships, some are 
working, some are on benefits, some have started their own businesses and some are 
now home educating their own children.

Through researching historical figures who were home educated and linking them to 
what these individuals’ education looked like as children, I attempt to answer the ques-
tion ‘what does success look like’ and ‘what or whom determines success?’

HEURISTIC OUTCOMES - RES IPSA LOQUITUR

Part of ‘A Heuristic Study’ by Bekkie Graham



Lucy 20 Years

School 5-8 years
Home educated 8-10 years
School 10-11 Years
Home Educated 11-16 years

GCSE’s 
   
Physics (A) 11 years old   
Maths (A) 12 years old
English Language (A) 15 years old
English Literature (A) 15 years old
Geography (A) 15 years old
Further Maths (A) 15 years old
Latin (A) 15 years old
Computer Studies (A) 15 years old
Ecology (A) 15 years old
 

ALEVELS

Maths (A*)
Further Maths (A)
Physics (A*)
Electronics (A*)

Electronic Engineering Apprenticeship
Jaguar Landrover / Warwick university



Bodie 20 Years

School 5-12 years
Home Educated 12-18 years

GCSE’s

Art (6) 15 years old
Classical Civilisation (6) 16 years old
English Literature (4) 15 years old
Religious Studies / Philsophy (A) 16 years old
Psychology (5) 16 years old

BA Illustration 
Falmouth University

A-Levels



TOLMEIA 21 Years

Home educated entire life 

GCSE’s

A-Levels

Degree

Self Employed Activist Artist



Gala 20 years

Mute till 5 years old
School 5-7 years
Home educated 7-16 years

GCSE’s

English language (A) 
Maths (B)

Level 3 diploma
 
Art & design (D)
EPQ (A)

Foundation Degree
in Fine Art (D)

BA Fine Art
The Ruskin School of Art
University of Oxford



Ruqaiyyah 19 years

Home educated
5-6 years
School 6-7 years
Home educated
7-8 years
School 8-9 years
Home educated 9-16 years

Gcse’s

Chemistry (A*) 15 years old
Biology (A*) 15 years old
Physics (7) 16 years old
Maths (8) 16 ears old
English (8) 16 years old

Alevels

Biology (A*)
Chemistry (A*)
Maths (A*)

BDS Dentistry 
University of Birmingham



Jasmine 20 years

Home educated
5-16 years

GCSE’S

Maths (C) 13 years old
English Language (A) 14 years old
Biology (A*) 14 years old
Sociology (B) 15 years old
Psychology (5) 15 years old

Level 3 diploma
Music Performance (D) 15 years old

Foundation degree 
biological sciences
University of Sulfolk 

BSC Wildlife Conservation
Bangor University



Imogen 19 years

Home educated
5-16 years

GCSE’s

Biology (A) 14 years old
Human Biology (A) 14 years old
Psychology (A) 15 years old
Chemistry (B) 15 years old
English Language (B) 16 years old
Maths (B) 16 years old

Other qualifications

Lamda Exams
Gymnastics coaching qualification

ALEVELS

Drama (A) 
Psychology (B)
Biology (A)

BA Education and Drama ****** University, ********.



Ursula 18 years
Home educated
5-14 years

GCSE’s
English (B+)
Maths (6)
HIstory (6)
Religious studies (7)
Drama (7)
Fine Art (8)
Socilogy (A)
Media (8)

Alevel
English Literature
Maths

BA English Language & Literature
Sommerville College
University of Oxford

Extended diploma 
Drama

AS Levels
Further Maths


